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2019 Rule: Under Rule 7.4, if a player accidentally moves his or her ball while 

searching for it: 

•The player will get no penalty for causing it to move, and 

•The ball will always be replaced; if the exact spot is not known, the player 

will replace the ball on the estimated original spot (including on, under or 

against any attached natural or man-made objects which the ball had been at 

rest under or against). 

 

Ball Moved on Putting Green  

2019 Rule: Under Rule 13.1d, there will no longer be a penalty if a player (or 

opponent) accidentally causes the player’s ball to move on the putting green. 
 

Ball Moved During Search 



Embedded Ball  





Embedded Ball  

 The current default position in the Rules will be reversed: 

• Rule 16.3 will allow relief for a ball embedded anywhere in the 

“general area” (that is, the area currently known as “through the 
green”), except when embedded in sand. 

• In taking relief, the player will drop the original ball or a substituted 

ball within one club-length of (but not nearer the hole than) the spot 

right behind where the ball was embedded. 
 



How to Drop 
Dropping From the Knee  
• If a player plays drops from the shoulder and hits his shot = 1 penalty stroke  
• If a player drops from the shoulder and the ball rest outside of the drop zone = 2 

stroke penalty. (Can correct drop only before the shot is hit) 
• If your golf ball lands in the relief area but then rolls out after the second drop then 

you may place the ball where the ball landed on your second drop 
 



Touching Sand in the Bunker  

Under Rules 12.2a and 12.2b, the player will 

be allowed to touch or move loose 

impediments in a bunker and will be generally 

allowed to touch the sand with a hand or club; 

but a limited prohibition continues so that the 

player must not: 

•Deliberately touch the sand in a bunker 

with a hand, club, rake or other object 

to test the condition of the sand to learn 

information for the stroke, or 

•Touch the sand in a bunker with a club 

in making a practice swing, in grounding 

the club right in front of or behind the ball, 

or in making the backswing for a stroke. 



Penalty Areas 

Under the new Rules, “Water hazards” will be superseded by the expanded 

concept of “penalty areas”, and Rule 17 will provide the same basic options for 

relief that exist under the current Rules: ONE PENATLY STROKE 

 

•The two types of penalty areas will be known by the color of their marking: 

red penalty areas (today called lateral water hazards) and yellow penalty 
areas (today called water hazards) 
 

•Penalty areas may therefore include areas such as deserts, jungles, lava 
rock fields, etc. 
 

•The term “hazard” will no longer be used in the Rules. 
 



Penalty Areas 

1. Back on line   

 
2. Lateral 
  

 



Under Rule 17: 

•There will no longer be any special restrictions when a 

ball is in a “penalty area” (the expanded designation for 

the area that includes what are now called water 

hazards). 

•A player will be allowed to touch or move loose 

impediments and touch the ground with hand or 

club (such as grounding the club right behind the ball) for 

any reason, subject only to the prohibition on improving 

conditions for the stroke (see new Rule 8.1a). 

Touching Loose Impediments 

or Ground in a Penalty Area 



The player will have an extra 

option allowing relief outside 

the bunker using the back-on-

the-line procedure, but for a 

total of two penalty 

strokes (Rule 19.3b). 

• Drop from line of the flag as 

far back as you like, drop ball 

1 club length radius 
 

Unplayable Ball in a Bunker 



Repairing Damage on the 

Putting Green 

 Rule 13.1c(2) allows repair of almost any 

damage on the green: 

•Damage on the putting green” will be 

defined to include all types of damage 

(such as ball-marks, shoe damage, 

indentations from a club or flagstick, 

animal damage, etc.), except aeration 

holes, natural surface imperfections or 

natural wear of the hole. 
•Partner can touch the green to help play as 
reference to aim. (Finger, Golf Club, Flag 
Stick)  

 



Stroke and Distance: New 

Local Rule 

Reference Point 

Alternative to Stroke and 

Distance for a Ball That is Lost 
or Out of Bounds 
 Ball Reference Point: The point 

where the original ball: 

• When a players ball has not 

been found or is know or 

virtually certain to have gone 
out of bounds. 

• Is estimated to have come to 

rest on the course, or last 

crossed the edge of 

the course boundary to go out 

of bounds. 
 



Stroke and Distance: New 

Local Rule 

• This option allows the player to drop 

in a large area between the point 

where the ball is estimated to have 

come to rest or gone out of bounds 

and the edge of the fairway that is not 
nearer the hole 

• The player gets two penalty strokes 

when using this relief option, so that 

the relief is comparable to what could 

have been achieved if the player had 

taken stroke-and-distance relief. 



Out of Bounds “Close to 

Green”  



Other Changes  
Pace of Play  

• 40 Seconds to hit shot  
Play out of turn  

• No Penalty, must communicate with players 
Caddie  

• A caddie is not allowed to stand on a line behind you while you are taking your stance and until your 
stroke is made.  

• Your caddie may lift and replace your ball on the putting green without your specific authorization to do 
so. 

• Hit yourself or equipment with the ball no penalty  
• Can substitute golf ball when taking both free or penalty relief.  

Identify Golf Ball  
• Can mark the ball pick it up, the player doesn’t have to announce that he is doing this. Player cannot clean 

the golf ball and must place back to its original position.    
Ball Wedged against Golf Flag   

• Part of the ball is below the lip of the hole, counts as holed.  
Taking Stance on Wrong Green 

• Nearest point off the fringe (cannot play shot standing on green or fringe)    
 



Other Changes  

• A club damaged during a round can continue to be used, even if you 
damaged it in anger 

• You are not allowed to replace a damaged club during a round if you 
were responsible for the damage. 

• Cannot use Golf Club to aid with alignment.  



QUESTIONS?? 


